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satisfied by having his own firm. In January
of 1978, Joseph started his private practice,
Joseph Fleming, Esq., which was located in
his home on Central Park West. In the begin-
ning he only had a handful of clients, but
word began to spread about this young attor-
ney who could get the job done. In 1986, he
moved his home office downtown nearer the
Court Houses, first to Hudson Street, and
then in subsequent years, as his practice
grew, he maintained offices in the Wall
Street area on John Street. The Law Offices
of Joseph Fleming was a general practice law
firm committed to providing superior legal
representation in a personalized and cost ef-
fective manner. Many who sought profes-
sional advice and counsel from Joseph were
also fortunate to have a personal relation-
ship with him. He often gave out his cell
phone number so that he could be reached di-
rectly by his ‘‘client/friend”’ anytime of the
day or night. During his 34 years of having
fun practicing law, Joseph never advertised
his practice. You had to be his client by re-
ferral only.

Attorney Fleming’s practice concentrated
in the following areas of expertise: Federal
Civil Litigation, General Civil Litigation in
all courts including Commercial Litigation,
Personal Injury, and Medical Malpractice;
Corporate, Commercial, and General Busi-
ness matters; Real Estate transactions on all
levels from the sale and purchase of property
to major corporate mergers, acquisitions,
and development; Entertainment, Media and
the Arts; Estates, Wills and Trusts, Not-for-
Profit Corporation Law, and Trademark and
Copyright. Joseph served as legal counsel to
a wide range of professionals, corporations,
not-for-profit corporations, and individuals.
Although his practice was spread worldwide,
the majority of his clients were from the Vil-
lage of Harlem. Joseph also provided oppor-
tunities to many law students and young at-
torneys. Whatever he could do, he expected
them to do the same, from making photo-
copies, interacting with clients and other at-
torneys, to standing before Judges and
Clerks. He gave young men and women a full
and true experience of what it was to be an
attorney in all facets.

Joseph was admitted to practice in the
United States Supreme Court; the United
States Court of Appeals for the Federal Cir-
cuit; the Second Circuit Court of Appeals;
United States District Court for the Eastern
District of New York; United States District
Court for the Southern District of New York;
United States Tax Court; and the New York
State Supreme Court, Appellate Division
First Judicial Department. He was a member
of the New York State Bar Association and a
founding member of the Society of African
American Law Firms. Joseph was also one of
the founding members and Chairman of the
Board for the Education of People of African
Ancestry. He had been an adjunct Professor
at John Jay College for Criminal Justice.

Joseph was most proud of his victory in
the case of Professor Leonard Jeffries v. the
City University of New York, where he suc-
cessfully defended Dr. Jeffries in his First
Amendment suit against the College. He was
also proud of his skillful legal prowess in
successfully recovering the property of Mal-
colm X, from an eBay auction and a near
storage facility sale, and returning the prop-
erty to the Shabazz Family.

Joseph was so much more than an attorney
and counselor. He was one of the best hus-
bands in the world, a wonderful loving fa-
ther, devoted son, trusted friend and con-
fident, an author, inventor, entrepreneur,
role model, track runner, singer, a man who
loved to party and dance with the ladies, and
Temple-Jene’s handyman. Among his many
entrepreneurial activities, in 1974 he served
as the publisher of one of the first African
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American fashion magazines. ‘“‘Black In
Vogue’’, which was the first fashion publica-
tion to give credit to models and photog-
raphers directly on the page of the photo
magazine. Attorney Fleming was named to
Who’s Who in Black New York City in 2009.
He was an Officer in his son’s company,
Maschil Entertainment, Inc., and was Execu-
tive Producer and co-host of Maschil’s criti-
cally acclaimed live art, music show
“LovedJonesNYC”. He worked with other gi-
ants in the entertainment industry including
Dr. Benjamin Chavis and Russell Simmon’s
Hip Hop Summit, Doug E. Fresh, Lion King’s
Sophia Nicole, and his son, J-Harris; as well
as a number of other celebrities and up and
coming artists.

Joseph was amazing! He had been battling
several cancers over the years, starting in
1999, culminating with his transition in 2012.
Joseph’s faith in God was so strong! Without
God, none of the above could have happened!

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my distin-
guished colleagues join me in Celebrating the
Life and Legacy of Harlem’s General Counsel,
Joseph Fleming, Esq. It is my hope that his
example will serve as a testament that, with
hard work and genuine character, we can
achieve our greatest dreams.

————————
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Librarian, Patricia
Coleman Bracey, who has possessed a pas-
sion for reading since she was a child. Any
type of literature or new book that she could
put her hands on was, in her words, “like icing
on the cake”.

Patricia, or Pat as a lot of people call her,
is the oldest of four children born to George
and Marie White Coleman of Raymond, Mis-
sissippi. She was educated in the Hinds Coun-
ty Public School System and graduated in
1966. She received a B.S. and a Master De-
gree from Jackson State University in Edu-
cation with a concentration in Library Science.
She is a member of the Pine Grove M. B.
Church and an associate member of Seven
Springs United Methodist Church, both in Ray-
mond.

As a child, Mrs. Bracey’s passion was al-
ways reading and finding new books to dis-
cover the world. Reading a book can take you
anywhere you want to go. She realized this at
a young age; therefore, she wanted to help
children realize it too. With this passion and
drive, Mrs. Bracey felt that she could serve
children best as a librarian—and that is ex-
actly what she did. Patricia worked to instill in
boys and girls the love of reading and how to
correctly use the library and its resources ef-
fectively for 32 years at Woodville Heights Ele-
mentary School in Jackson, Mississippi.

After retiring from the Jackson Public School
District, Patricia continued her service as a li-
brarian with the Jackon-Hinds Library System.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Patricia Coleman Bracey, a dedi-
cated public servant who has touched the
lives of thousands of children.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Julie Kerwin
for her service to our community and receiving
the 2012 Mayor of Golden’s Award for Excel-
lence.

Julie transformed an unhealthy form of fund-
raising at Shelton Elementary, a local grade
school, into a beneficial athletic and healthy
fundraiser for the children. Rather than the
yearly sale of candy and cookie dough, she
created a 5K race to aid the school.

In preparation for the event, Julie founded a
running club, in which 60 children eagerly
joined to run for the event. The successful
event has blossomed into a sustainable com-
munity event.

It is members of the community like Julie
who show us through innovation we can cre-
ate healthy lifestyles in our neighborhoods,
while promoting education and enriching the
community. Her unprecedented ideas shine as
a beacon for all other community members in
our Nation and Colorado.

Ms. Kerwin is a champion in the community
and | am honored to congratulate her on re-
ceiving the 2012 Mayor of Golden’s Award for
Excellence. | am sure she will have the same
dedication and commitment in all her future
endeavors.

———
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Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to debate H.R. 5997, the “Medical
Preparedness Allowable Use Act,” which
amends the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to
authorize the use of Urban Area Security Ini-
tiative and State Homeland Security Grant
Program funding for enhancing medical pre-
paredness, medical surge capacity, and mass
prophylaxis capabilities.

Moreover, this would involve the develop-
ment and maintenance of an initial pharma-
ceutical stockpile, including medical kits, and
diagnostics sufficient to protect first respond-
ers, their families, and immediate victims from
a chemical or biological event.

As a proud Member of this body and as the
Ranking Member on Homeland Security
Transportation Subcommittee on Transpor-
tation, | understand the importance of main-
taining an unyielding commitment to keeping
the American homeland safe from weapons of
mass destruction by increasing our prepared-
ness for dealing with chemical, biological, radi-
ological, and nuclear threats, whether they
originate from individuals, terrorist organiza-
tions, and state sponsors of terror, or horrible
accidents.

While much has been done to prepare our
first responders for a nuclear, chemical or bio-
logical incident in the United States, the
healthcare system in this country is not fully
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